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https://waset.org/



WHAT ?   WHO ?  
WHY ?  



DEFINITION OF PREDATORY PUBLISHING 



https://predatory-publishing.com/about/

PREDATORY PUBLISHING AND OPEN ACCESS ???

Website run by scholars, who publish regularly in (what we believe) high quality journals. High quality, in our world means journals 
that are listed in Web of Science, ISI journals to use a more commonly used phrased. We have also served as associate editors 
and editors-in-chief, so we have seen scientific publishing both as authors and as editors.

https://predatory-publishing.com/about/


WHO?    NOT JUST OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS!

• Not all subscription journals are in Scopus or WoS: only 30,000 of 100,000 (data Ulrich’s Web)

• Not all open access journals are in DOAJ:  only  18,000 of 40,000  

CONCLUSION  Percentage of Low Quality Journals and possible Predatory Journals  

in both Open Access and Subscription Journals is considerable



WHY?    PROFITS AND PUBLICATION PRESSURE
 combined with closed peer review practices

Published: 17 August 2020
Tidsskr Nor Legeforen 2020
doi: 10.4045/tidsskr.20.0118Open Science is just good science - 

cloudfront.net

https://d1rkab7tlqy5f1.cloudfront.net/Library/Themaportalen/Open.tudelft.nl/News%20%26%20Stories/2018/Open%20Science%20symposium/Spreker%203-open-science-Jon%20Tennant_web.pdf
https://d1rkab7tlqy5f1.cloudfront.net/Library/Themaportalen/Open.tudelft.nl/News%20%26%20Stories/2018/Open%20Science%20symposium/Spreker%203-open-science-Jon%20Tennant_web.pdf


WHERE ?    



Predatory journals can be found in all parts of the world, Europe and North America not excluded

Authors from all parts of the world are lured into publishing in predatory journals, even reputable 
scientists

Some very big predatory publishers are based in N America and Far East:
OMICS  and SCIRP



The problem is real but exaggerated

 Big publishers profit 

from the predatory   

publisher ‘’problem’’ to 

promote their own toll 

access journals



Huge increase in predatory publishing??
FACT CHECK: It is estimated that about 5% of scientific publishing is in fact predatory 

According to a study* by Walt Crawford, the number of questionable publishers in 

2014 was about 3275, publishing about 121,000 articles - and not 420,000 (Shen 

and Björk ** reported 8000 journals and 420,000 articles!!) (most cited study)



WHAT ABOUT LISTS
OF PREDATORY 
JOURNALS ?



If you want to find a good hotel are you going to look for a list of bad hotels??

Cameron Neylon



WHAT ABOUT LISTS
OF QUALITY 
JOURNALS ?



COMPARISON OF INCLUSIVENESS

Data 2019
https://doi.org/10.4119/unibi/2934907

https://doi.org/10.4119/unibi/2934907


HOW to detect
HOW to avoid



https://journalcheckertool.org/

https://digitalcommons.lmu.edu/librarian_pubs/40/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

https://doaj.org/search/journals



Common properties of 
predatory journals 



● FAKE IMPACT FACTORS

● Spamming of authors / prospective editors 

● Very wide scope

● Short review times

● No (current) affiliations given for editorial board members

● Editorial board members linked to known predatory publishers

● Journal names resembling known reputable journals

● Shady business details like location, business structure,ownership

● Bad copy-editing

 



HOW TO MAKE 
PREDATORY 
PUBLISHING MORE 
DIFFICULT 



MARGINALIZING IT BY BETTER QUALITY CONTROL

● GO FOR OPEN SCIENCE    Jon Tennant

● OPEN PEER REVIEW 

● PUBLIC PEER REVIEW REPORTS

● SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES AS AN AUTHOR / EDITOR



USE YOUR HEAD…………..THE RIGHT WAY

https://www.illustrationsource.com/
stock/artist/gary-hovland/



Thank you!

Tom Olyhoek, Editor-in-Chief
Susan Veldsman,  Director of the Scholarly Publication Unit
Academy of Sciences in South Africa


